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continue for ever a centre of the highest human efforts,
vocal \vith young voices, and alive with the hopes and
aspirations of young hearts. . . .

Gentlemen, this college at Allygurh not onlv provides
an education for the Mohammedans of the North-
Western Provinces, but it stands forth as an example
to all India, of a Mohammedan institution which
effectively combines the secular with the religious
aspects of education ; and which, while recognising the
special spiritual needs of the Mohammedan youth,
bases its teaching on the truths of Western science,
and is in tone and tendency thoroughly loyal to our
Queen.

This is a noble work for a mortal to have done upon
earth. And here beside me we see the brave and
liberal-hearted man who, by twenty years of patient
effort, has accomplished it. I believe that very shortly
after the country had passed to the Crown, when men
.were still embittered by the bleeding memories of the
catastrophe which preceded the transfer, it entered into
the heart of our friend, the Honourable Syed Ahmed,
to commence this great work of conciliation! During
the first ten years, he bore with rnanv disappointments,
and made little visible progress witn his self-assigned
task. He had to give up some of his own views, to
make fresh departures, to, submit in silence to indiffer-
ence and disapproval, to the cooling of old friends, and
to the injurious babble of ignorant enemies. But he
never for a moment lost heart. Slowly but surely his
cause advanced. Men believed in him, for he believed
in his work.

In 1870 a public Committee was formed, under his
auspices, for the advancement of learning among the
Mohammedans of India. The two objects of this Com-
mittee were : first, to ascertain the causes which
prevented the Mohammedans from adequately availing
themselves of the State schools ; second, to provide
means by which the Mohammedans might be recon-
ciled to a secular education that would tend to their
advancement in life, and render them loyal subjects to
their Sovereign.

This magnificent pile of buildings, with its staff of
learned professors, and its crowded class-rooms of boys
from every province of India, is the result. Its primary